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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the established meaning of 
the ambush bug genus Carcinochelis Fieber, 1861 by the designation of C. alutaceus 
Handlirsch, 1897 as the type species. The first included nominal species was 
C. binghami Sharp, 1897, but acceptance of this as the type species would make 
Carcinochelis a senior subjective synonym of Carcinocoris Handlirsch, 1 897, and w'ould 
upset the usage of both generic names. 



1 . Fieber ( 1 86 1 , p. 34) erected the new genus Carcinochelis in a key without i ncluded 
species. Walker (1873, p. 170) included Carcinochelis in a modified version of Fieber’s 
key, and also assigned no species to it. Lethierry & Severin (1896, p. 29) included under 
this genus ‘alutaceus Fieber (non descriptus) — Patria ignota’, a nomen nudum. 

2. Sharp (1897, pp. 35-36) discussed Carcinochelis and assigned his new' species 
binghami to it — thus making binghami the type species by virtue of its being the first 
included nominal species. 

3. In the same year Handlirsch (1897a, pp. 23-26) also recognized Fieber’s 
Carcinochelis, discussed it without included species, and described the related genus 
Carcinocoris with his own two new species castetsi and erinaceus. Later that year 
Handlirsch (1897b) conceded that Sharp’s publication had preceded his earlier one by 
making his own species erinaceus a junior synonym of Sharp’s binghami w'hen he 
transferred the latter to Carcinocoris. Distant (1903, p. 151) designated C. castetsi as 
the type species of Carcinocoris. 

4. Handlirsch (1897b, p. 222) described as the only nominal species included under 
Carcinochelis his Carcinochelis alutaceus, based on Fieber’s specimen bearing that 
unpublished name. For over 90 years subsequent authors have follow'ed Handlirsch’s 
actions. Authors who have used Carcinochelis in the sense of alutaceus include Distant 
(1909), Bergroth (1917) and Hsiao & Liu (1979). 

5. As pointed out by Maa & Lin (1956, p. 146) — who also followed Handlirsch — 
acceptance of Sharp’s 1897 fixation of binghami as the type species of Carcinochelis 
would make this name a senior subjective synonym of the widely used genus Carcino- 
coris, and would require proposal of a new generic name for alutaceus and its allies. 
This action would interrupt 90-plus years of uniform treatment. 
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6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all previous fixations of type species for 
the nominal genus Carcinochelis Fieber, 1861, and to designate Carcinochelis 
alutaceus Handlirsch, 1897 as the type species; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Carcinochelis 
Fieber, 1861 (gender: masculine), type species by designation in (1) above 
Carcinochelis alutaceus Handlirsch, 1897; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name alutaceus 
Handlirsch, 1897, as published in the binomen Carcinochelis alutaceus (specific 
name of the type species of Carcinochelis Fieber, 1861). 
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